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From: Eric Fosmo
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 1:16 PM
To: Bill mayor <~ Anne Perkins- Ward 2 Council Member ward?2
; Randy ward4 ; Administrator

Subject: Comments on City of Afton Deer Hunting Discussions

Mayor, Councilmembers, and Administrator,

I am writing to provide comments, feedback, and suggestions regarding the Council’s ongoing discussions related to deer
hunting within the City of Afton. | appreciate the time the Council has devoted to this issue and, in particular, the intent to
maintain and encourage hunting as the primary method of deer herd management within the City. | also spoke directly with
Councilmembers Wroblewski and Nelson within the past week to share much of this feedback by phone.

Below are my comments on specific items the Council is currently discussing or has discussed over the last few months:

e Rifle restriction: | am generally supportive of the rifle restriction as written in the current Council packet. This
approach maintains the status quo regarding firearm use for deer hunting and, given the character of Afton, seems
appropriate.

e Earn-a-Buck regulations: | do not support implementing an Earn-a-Buck requirement. | do not believe the City can
regulate its way to improved deer herd management. | have included alternative suggestions below that | believe
would be more effective in the long term and better aligned with encouraging deer hunting and increased antlerless
harvest.

 Youth hunting: If the Council ultimately moves toward additional regulations (which | do not support), | strongly
encourage that no further restrictions be placed on youth hunting. Long-term deer management will depend on
bringing more people into the hunting community, not creating additional barriers to participation.

e Metro Bowhunters Resource Base: | don't have any concerns with this approach; however, the program is primarily
designed for park property hunts with limited time windows. Across the metro area, the program harvested
approximately 400 deer in 2024 (two-thirds antlerless, one-third bucks). Based on those numbers, | believe this
approach would likely have limited impact on the overall Afton deer herd.

e Sharpshooters: Late last year there appeared to be discussion regarding the potential use of sharpshooters. | do not
support this option. Afton has many interested hunters, and the focus should be on education and encouragement
for property owners to allow hunting, with an emphasis on population reduction. Additionally, this would represent
an ongoing cost to the City that | would not support funding through the City budget.

» Property size restrictions: | do not support implementing property-size restrictions on hunting activities. Existing
City code already addresses safe setbacks from structures and dwellings, which | believe adequately addresses safety

concerns.

As the discussion continues, | would encourage the Council to consider the following ideas:
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Establish a Deer Management Working Group

Given the level of interest and passion around this topic, the Council could consider forming a temporary Deer Management
Working Group composed of residents, with a Councilmember serving as a liaison. This group could explore several of the
ideas outlined below and provide community-informed recommendations. While this may not have an impact on the
upcoming hunting season, it could lead to more effective, long-term solutions with broader community support. / would be
interested in participating in/leading this working group if the Council implemented this idea.

Explore venison donation support or programs

One way to encourage more property owners to allow hunting and hunters to harvest more deer is to make venison
donation easier. For hunters like myself who typically only harvest deer my family will consume in a year, improved donation
options would encourage harvesting additional antlerless deer. This would potentially allow the City to quantify
contributions to local food shelves through venison donation. The DNR does have an existing program, but more
education/partnership may lead to better results for the local community.

Provide guidance on written permission

City code currently requires written permission for non-property owners (outside of immediate family) to hunt private
property within the City. The City could consider providing guidance or a sample permission form for property owners who
are considering allowing hunting. Such a form could help property owners communicate harvest goals (i.e. desire to have
antlerless deer harvested) to prospective hunters and provide property owners not familiar with hunting tools and/or
information to facilitate the process. | would suggest this be approached as optional guidance, not an additional
requirement for property owners.

Consider a Special Deer Management Hunt

The Minnesota DNR operates special hunts in other parts of the state to address herd reduction, such as in CWD
management zones in southeastern Minnesota. | would suggest the City explore a similar approach with the DNR (i.e. a
December antlerless-only firearm hunt) that would provide additional opportunity to reduce deer numbers, particularly for
hunters who may focus on buck harvest during the November firearm season.

Finally, clarification is needed on the reference to crossbows in the City Administrator’s response to a resident email
included in the Council packet. In 2023, the State of Minnesota changed its regulations, and crossbows are now legal for all
licensed hunters during the regular archery season, without age or disability restrictions. The City may want to have the City
Attorney review City code to confirm that it does not unintentionally restrict crossbow use during the archery season.

Thank you for the Council's continued attention to this issue and for working to address deer population concerns in a
manner that continues to encourage hunting within the City of Afton. Unfortunately, | am unable to attend the Council
meeting tomorrow due to a work conflict, but | appreciate the opportunity to provide input and look forward to continued
dialogue.

Eric Fosmo






