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SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

AGENDA
Monday, March 30, 2026

5:15 PM

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF AGENDA — March 30, 2026 Special City Council Meeting
CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Proposals for Monthly Vegetation Maintenance in Medians and at City Hall
B. Request for Contribution from the City to the Afton-Lakeland PTO Carnival

ADJOURN
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001

Meeting Date March 30, 2026

Council Action Memo

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members

From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: March 26, 2026

Re: Proposals for Monthly Vegetation Maintenance in St. Croix Trail Medians and at City Hall

We have been very fortunate to have volunteers who were willing to maintain the two medians at the north
entrance to the downtown Old Village area, as well as to maintain the plantings in front of the city hall. For 2026,
Elissa Thompson, a member of the Natural Resource and Groundwater Committee, has indicated she will take on
the spring and fall clean-up of the two medians. The monthly maintenance of the plantings in the medians and the
city hall shrubs will be done by a landscape contractor. A proposal has been requested from Horticulture and
Willow River to provide weed control for the medians and to maintain the shrubs in front of the city hall. A
proposal has been submitted by Willow River that includes the spring and fall clean-ups (see attached). Because
Elissa Thompson has agreed to take on these spring and fall clean-ups, the remaining proposal is for the monthly
maintenance of the medians and the city hall plantings.

Attached is an email from Jill Livingston of Horticulture indicating that Horticulture does not use herbicides, so
would not provide a proposal unless the proposal request form was edited to eliminate the use of herbicides. Staff
responded to Jill with a revised proposal form that does not include the use of herbicides and requested that she
submit a proposal in advance of the Special Council Meeting.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:
Motion regarding the acceptance of a proposal for providing monthly maintenance, including weed control,
for the St. Croix Trail medians and city hall plantings.




From: Jill Livingston e

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2026 11:35 AM

To: Jenny Moore v

Cc: Nicholas Livingston < >; Ken Johnson
Subject: Re: Proposal

HiJenny,

Thank you for following up. We were out of town until this past weekend so | apologize for
the delay. | read through the RFP and as it is written, we would not submit a proposal for
this work. We garden ecologically and do not spray pesticides. | was actually quite
surprised to see that on the document - | had the impression with all of the native
planting in Afton and our status as a pilot city for the Homegrown National Park as well as
our proximity to the river that the gardening work would be herbicide free. I’d be happy to
submit a proposal if the scope of work is edited to not include the spraying of herbicides.

Warmly,

Jill
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CITY OF AFTON Sales: Brett Caslow
3033 SAINT CROIX TRAIL SOUTH City of Afton - WRX ~ 2026-27
AFTON, MINNESOTA 55001 3033 Saint Croix Trail South Afton, Minnesota 55001

Est ID: EST3484153
Date: Jan-14-2026

CONTRACT SERVICES Billing Type Season Price
WRX Ongoing Plant Bed Maintenance - Large Per Season $1,475.00

Plant bed maintenance:
s Designated plant beds around the Afton City Hall to be weeded monthly from May -
September

o Weeds will either be spot sprayed and/or hand pulled
o Area to include front garden, main road center island

e Includes two applications of preemergent herbicide
o Preemergent applications to be done in May and August

WRX Spring and Fall Cleanup - Large Per Season $1,800.00

Seasonal Plant Bed Cleanup: To be billed at $75 per man hour

o Fall
o  Within all designated landscape beds, select perennials will be cut back and beds blown
out
= All debris will be removed from the property
o  Spring
o  Within all designated landscaping beds remaining perennials will be cut back and beds
blown out

o Al debris will be removed from the property
Perennial cutback per seasonal recommendation
Shrub trimming on center island can be included in this rate

Willow River Company P.715-386-3196 www.willowrivercompany.com
850 Kelly Rd bcaslow@willowrivercompany.com
Hudson, WI
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CONTRACT'SERVICES - ... BillingType - ' Season Price

SubTotal (All Contract Services) $3,275.00
Taxes $99.00
Total (All Contract Services) $3,374.00

The total price of all seasonal services is $3,275.00 collected in 12 payments of $272.92 per payment
($281.17 after tax).

Terms:

1. Approval of Contract. You the customer may cancel this purchase at any time prior to midnight of the third business
day after the date of purchase. By signing the contract the Customer is approving the contract, If Customer terminates the
agreement after deadline, Customer agrees to pay a cancellation fee of $150.00, Services will auto renew for the following
year. To avoid cancellation fee, you must be subscribed for one full year.

2. Payments. All contracts must have auto pay with a credit card on file. Willow River Company will have the right to
cancel this Agreement for non-payment or stop the work and keep job idle if any progress payments are not made as
required. In the event Customer does not pay Willow River Company according to the agreed upon terms, Willow River
Company will add a finance charge of 1.5% on all past due balances over 30 days, the charge will be computed at an
annual percentage rate of 18%. Customer agrees to pay for any court costs, attorney's fees, legal expenses, and costs of
collection that are incurred by Willow River Company as a result of Customer's failure to pay Willow River Company's
Invoices.

3. Scheduling of Work. All jobs will be scheduled on a weather permitting basis. Willow River Company shall not be
responsible for delays due to weather or accidents outside of Willow River Company's control.

4. Permits. The Customer is responsible for any necessary permits and fees associated with project. Willow River
Company may acquire permits at Customers request,

5. Returned Checks, All returned checks are subject to a $35.00 Returned Payment Fee,

6. Equipment. Willow River Company will request use of driveway and sidewalks for equipment access from Customer. If
access Is granted, Willow River Company shall not be responsible for damage or scuff marks on driveway and sidewalks. If
access over driveway and sidewalks Is not granted, Willow River Company will access property through lawn. The Customer
Is responsible for any lawn restoration.

7. Contract Time Frame, Prices are valid for a full calendar year.

8. Sales Tax. Sales tax may not be included in the contract. Sale Tax will be included on the invoice at the time of billing.
9, Advertising. Customer gives Willow River Company permission to take pictures or video of the premises before and
after completion of the work for use in Willow River Company's advertising. Customer grants Willow River Company the
right to use any correspondence directed to Willow River Company concerning the work in Willow River Company's

advertising promotion.

10. Lien Notice. Any person or company supplying labor or materials for this improvement to your property may file a lien

Willow River Company P.715-386-3196 www.willowrivercompany.com
850 Kelly Rd bcaslow@willowrivercompany.com
Hudson, WI
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against your property If that person or company is not paid for the contributions.

11, Pesticide Labels. Avallable upon request.

Estimate authorized by: Estimate approved by:

Brett Caslow
Signature Date: 01/16/2026 Signature Date:
Email: bcaslow@willowrivercompany.com
Wiilow River Company p.715-386-3196 www.willowrivercompany.com
850 Kelly Rd bcaslow@willowrivercompany.com
Hudson, WI
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Meeting Date March 30, 2026

Council Action Memo
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members

From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: March 26, 2026

Re: Request for Contribution from the City to the Afton-Lakeland School Carnival

A representative of the Afton-Lakeland PTO attended the March 17 Council meeting to request a contribution of
$2,000 from the City of Afton to assist in funding the costs of the Afton-Lakeland School Carnival and

suggested using funds from revenues received from charitable gaming,

The City currently contributes to three non-profit organizations through its annual budget (tax levy) as follows:

Community Thread: $500, Yellow Ribbon: $500. Youth Service Bureau: $1,650.

In March of 2024, the president of the Oak-Land Middle School PTO requested funding from the City
in support of educational activities at the school. While the City does not generally use tax levy
revenue for these types of expenditures, the City does have revenue received from Charitable Gaming
fees that can be used to support the work of local non-profit organizations. The City provided a $500
contribution to the Oak-Land Middle School PTO using funds from the City’s Charitable Gaming Account.

In past years, the City received less than $200 per year of charitable gaming fee revenue. More recently, the City
received $1,649 in 2024 and $1,962 in 2025. The Charitable Gaming account currently has a balance of $3,655.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:

Motion regarding providing a contribution to the Afton-Lakeland PTO to assist in funding the

Afton-Lakeland School Carnival.
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