
CITY OF AFTON 1 
APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES June 1, 2026 2 

 3 
The meeting was held in-person, participation via Zoom was not available. 4 

 5 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Kris Kopitzke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.      6 

  7 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  8 
 9 
3. OATH OF OFFICE -Lauren Froelich 10 

 11 
4. ROLL CALL – Present: Doug Parker, Justin Sykora, Kris Kopitzke, Kate McGinn, Kuchen Hale, Christian 12 

Dawson. Absent was Chris Bursack and Sally Doherty. A quorum was present.      13 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE – City Administrator Ron Moorse, Council Member Stan Ross, City Planner 14 

Emily Herald.  15 
 16 

5.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  17 
Motion/Second Bursack/Parker to approve the agenda for the June 1, 2026 Planning Commission 18 
meeting. Passed 6-0. 19 

 20 
6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  21 

Motion/Second Parker/Sykora to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2026 Planning Commission 22 
meeting. Passed 4-0-2 (Froelich, Bursack abstain)   23 
  24 

7.  REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS  25 
None 26 

 27 
8.   PUBLIC HEARINGS   28 

A. Conditional Use Permit Application to Allow the Former Barber Shop Building at 3343 St. Croix 29 
Trail South to be Used as an Arts and Crafts Studio and Retail Business 30 

Chair Kopitzke opened the public hearing at 7:05 PM. 31 
Emily Herold, City Planner, provided a summary of the application: The applicant intends to pour, package, 32 
cure, store and sell handcrafted candles that are handmade by the business owner. The applicant is also 33 
requesting periodic retail hours to sell the candles. The Zoning Code does not specifically list candle 34 
making as an allowed use, but it does list an Arts and Crafts Studio, which can involve candle making. The 35 
applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit in order to establish the arts and crafts studio and retail 36 
business, which are allowed conditional uses in the Village Historic Site – Commercial (VHS-C) zoning 37 
district.   38 

No public comments 39 
Motion/Second Parker/McGinn to close public hearing. Passed 6-0.   40 
Hearing closed at 7:08 PM 41 
Parker asked about parking requirements (street parking has been adequate here) 42 
The Applicant was present and talked about the shop which would be open on the weekends and during 43 
festivals.  44 
Motion/Second Sykora/Kopitzke to recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit application 45 
for an arts & crafts studio and retail business at 3343 St Croix Tr S. Passed 6-0.  46 
 47 
 48 

9. NEW BUSINESS  49 
A. Draft Ordinance Amendment Language Regarding Accessory Buildings 50 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Council, at its May 19, 2026 meeting, discussed a number of options, 51 
and feedback from the Planning Commission, regarding potential amendments to the ordinance regarding 52 
accessory building size.  The Council agreed that the existing ordinance requirements are, in most cases, 53 
still valid and reasonable; and that the one type of accessory building that could be expanded is the storage 54 
shed, which is currently limited to 160 square feet.  The Council was also open to considering removing the 55 
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28 square foot cap on the size of the door or access opening on a storage shed.  The Council directed staff 56 
to prepare a draft ordinance amendment to allow a storage shed to have a size up to 300 square feet, and to 57 
eliminate the cap on the size of the door and referred the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission for its 58 
review and feedback.  The 300 square foot shed would be approximately the size of a one-stall garage. 59 

 60 
Discussion was held on the setbacks which will remain the same. The commission thought the maximum 61 
size is a good proposal. Sykora stated that someone should look at pre-engineered buildings so be sure the 62 
standard heights would fit the proposed changes.  63 

 64 
 65 

B. Draft Ordinance Amendment Language Regarding Take-offs and Landings of Aircraft in Afton  66 
Administrator Moorse stated that Sec. 164.1 and 164.2 of the Zoning Code prohibit the landing and take-67 
off of all aircraft in all districts within the city limits except for the following: 68 

   (A)   An unpowered or powered vehicle, which does not exceed the maximum noise levels as 69 
prescribed in § 153.097 of this code, provided an annual permit is obtained from the City 70 
Administrator for the vehicle; and 71 
   (B)   Emergency landings and take-offs of aircraft as allowed under FAA regulations. 72 

The following are concerns regarding the current ordinance language: 73 
- The definition of a powered vehicle includes a powered ultra-light, which is basically a 74 

small airplane, and also includes a powered glider.  75 
- There are no standards for the review and approval of an annual permit to allow landings 76 

and take-offs.  For example, there are no standards regarding the locations where a 77 
powered vehicle would not have negative impacts on areas over which it is flying.   78 

- Once an aircraft takes off in Afton, the City does not have control over where it flies in 79 
Afton. 80 

Staff is recommending that the simplest way to address these concerns is to prohibit all take-offs and 81 
landings.  This would eliminate the need to determine the standards necessary to protect property owners in 82 
Afton from the impacts of aircraft.  It would also eliminate the need to enforce such standards.   83 

 84 
Discussion was held on drones, types of drones and how those could be regulated. Overall, most felt that 85 
unless there have been complaints changes are not necessary and asked what can be regulated given FAA 86 
rules. There was a suggestion to keep the ordinance as is but add more conditions to the annual permit.  87 

 88 
 89 

10. OLD BUSINESS - 90 
A.  Update on City Council Actions  91 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the May 19, 2026 Council meeting.  92 
 93 

11. ADJOURN – 94 
Motion/Second Kopitzke/McGinn to adjourn.  Passed -6-0.   95 
Meeting adjourned at 7:58 PM.  96 

 97 
 98 
 99 
 100 
Respectfully submitted by: 101 
 102 
 JY  103 
Julie Yoho, City Clerk 104 

 105 
 106 

To be approved on  107 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/aftonmn/latest/afton_mn/0-0-0-12677#JD_153.097
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 June 29, 2026 as (check one):    Presented:  X   or Amended:    108 
 109 


