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Sven & Laura Risom

Afton, Mn 55001

June 14, 2026
To: Afton City Council, Mayor and honorable City Council members —

Fr: Sven & Laura Risom, Residents

RE: Amendment to the Firearms Use, Discharge Ordinance Regarding the Discharge of a Firearm
While Hunting Deer. - Ordinance 01-2026

Thank you for all your work and service representing the voice of Afton residents and helping
keep our city safe and a beautiful place to live.

We are writing to request that you NOT allow rifle hunting for deer in the city of Afton. | have
hunted deer and am experienced with firearms and know the danger of rifle hunting in close
proximity to other people, houses and neighborhoods. Specifically, the discharge from a
shotgun is relatively short with pellets traveling a max of 1,000 yards and shotgun slugs
traveling up to 1 mile. Yet the bullet from a standard single barrel rifle can go upwards of 3-4
miles, depending on the caliber! In a City with 5-acre zoning, a State Park, significant
conservation lands, city parks and a road grid well under the travel distance of a discharged rifle
bullet, rifle hunting is dangerous and excessive.

We continue to be a strong proponent of reducing the deer population in Afton BUT we are not
in favor of creating an unsafe and dangerous environment. Afton is a City to enjoy the outdoors
and be within nature. Given the projectile range of shotgun pellets, people and hunters have
learned to enjoy the outdoors together. Rifle hunting is totally different and appropriate in
places with large ranges and open spaces — not Afton. Please listen and support the residents of
Afton and not the interests of people and organizations based outside the City of Afton.

Please do not permit rifle hunting in the City of Afton. | ask that this letter be formally read into
the record.

Sincerely yours

Sven & Laura Risom



June 10, 2026
To: The Afton City Council

It has come to our attention that the State of Minnesota has repealed the law providing
that hunting deer with a gun is limited to shotguns in a particular area that includes
much of the heavily populated parts of the state, including Afton. This repeal and
subsequent new law now allow for the use of rifles for deer hunting as well in Afton.
The issue of whether the City of Afton will adopt an ordinance limiting the use of
rifles in the City is before the Council for a public hearing on June 16, 2026.

Among the purposes and duties of the NRGC is to provide the City Council with
recommendations regarding “[m]aintaining fish and wildlife habitats. Encouraging
game reserves. Maintaining the current environment and atmosphere of the city.” The
maintenance of existing wildlife habitats weighs on the side of an increased deer hunt,
as deer are overgrazing desirable native plants. However, the NRGC finds that the
current environment and atmosphere of the City would be adversely affected by the
use of rifles instead of shotguns in Afton.

The Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee has been concerned about the
size of the deer population in Afton for some time. The pressure of increased
population in surrounding cities and, to a lesser degree, in Afton has pushed the east
metro deer population farther into Afton, and we believe that the numbers of deer
have increased substantially. Deer are certainly affecting native shrubs and other
beneficial species. The NRGC has discussed the increase in the deer population with
Belwin, the Afton State Park, and other stakeholders and supports special
management hunts to ensure that the deer population in Afton is healthy and in line
with the size of Afton, as well as to protect the natural habitat.

Although Afton still appears to be “way out in the country,” in fact, it has a greater
population and more housing than in the past. As such, it is even more important to
carefully protect the environment and atmosphere in the City. Afton has long been
known as a place where people enjoy their time outdoors and can walk freely not only
on their own property but along gravel roads, parks, beaches, and byways. Although
the distances that the various shotguns and rifles can fire their projectiles differ
greatly with the firearm chosen, in general, the projectiles fired from shotguns do not
travel nearly the same distance as those from a rifle. It appears that a projectile from a
rifle can easily travel 2.5 to 3 miles under certain conditions. By contrast, a slug fired
from a shotgun could potentially travel between 1 and 2 miles.

The NRGC is concerned with the extra distance that a rifle projectile can travel. The
NRGC believes that this will impact the ability of the members of this community and
visitors to enjoy the outdoors in Afton. Afton has already had dangerous incidents
with deer hunting too close to homes; in one instance, a slug was shot into a home and
narrowly missed one of the people in the home. An ordinance limiting deer hunting to
shotguns will maintain the atmosphere of Afton. The NRGC recommends passing an
ordinance to limit deer hunting to shotguns only.

The Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee





