
July 2026 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

CITY OFFICE CLOSED  

Monday, July 6 in observance of 

Independence Day  

 

CITY MEETINGS 

July 7, 2026 
Natural Resources & Groundwater 

Committee 

5:00 PM  

 

July 8, 2026 
Heritage Preservation Commission 

6:00 PM  

 

July 13, 2026  
Parks Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

July 21, 2026 
City Council Meeting   

7:00 PM 

 
Livestreaming is available for City Council 

and Planning Commission Meetings. 

Information on how to view will be posted 

on the City website along with the agenda 

and meeting packet.  

 

City Council 
Mayor:   Bill Palmquist  651-308-0569 

Ward 1: Annie Perkins    651-592-3007 

Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski  651-436-3982     

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478 

Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479 

 

City Hall 

651-436-5090 

 

City Website 

aftonmn.gov 
Important Numbers 

 

Animal Control 715-220-1332 

Building Inspector 651-436-6469 

Burning Permits   651-436-7033 

Environmental Center   651-275-7475 

Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043 

Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871 

Fire Dept  651-436-7033 

Sheriff’s Dept     651-439-9381 

EMERGENCY 911 

The Afton Parade Committee is very 

pleased to announce this year’s Grand 

Marshalls are Jeff Brower and Donna 

Dalton. 

Jeff Brower’s family’s roots run 

deep in Afton. His family arrived in Valley 

Creek (then its own village/now part of 

Afton) shortly after the Civil War. As the 

5th generation of the family to reside in Af-

ton, he knows a lot of community history 

connected to the city. He remembers cast-

ing his first vote at Afton Town Hall (now 

the Afton Historical Museum) and being 

served ice cream by Selma herself. 

Jeff’s commitment to Afton and the St. 

Croix Valley connected him with the opportunity to work for the Valley Branch Water-

shed District, which covers most of Afton, for almost a decade. He ensured that the 

iconic and protected creeks and river remained clean and protected. He is especially 

pleased to have worked on the Afton Village Project for the watershed district and with 

constituents during the flooding of the 2020 season in the City of Grant. He has also 

worked for Afton and Bayport to provide counsel and guidance on methods of erosion 

control to ensure sediment does not impact surface waters. 

Donna Dalton’s family moved to Afton in 1975 so she had the joy of growing up 

in Afton. She remembers every road in Afton being gravel and has many fond memories 

of summers spent on the St. Croix River. She attended Afton Lakeland Elementary, 

where later Donna and Jeff’s daughter, Amelia, would attend and Donna would be an 

active PTA volunteer. Donna is a current member of the Valley Creek Women’s Club, of 

which Jeff’s great grandmother, Amanda, was a charter member. Donna is also co-

founder of the Afton Sauna Society, a community dedicated to sauna and cold plunge en-

thusiasts.  

 Jeff and Donna work on land stewardship at their Afton home by managing a 

prairie, utilizing rain gardens, keeping bees, and holding their small acreage farm fields in 

perennial crops. Together, Donna and Jeff share a deep dedication to this community 

which includes both the land and its people. They are known to express their dedication 

by delivering meals for neighbors, plowing driveways during major snowstorms, and car-

ing for and mentoring Afton youngsters. 

Afton 4th of July Parade  

Saturday,  July 4, 2026 

Start time 1:00 

Food—Drinks—Music—Trolley Rides 

Afton Main Street 

Find information at:  aftonparade.com 
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At its June 16 meeting, the council held a public hearing on a change to our ordinance related to firearms and deer hunting. This came 

about after the state legislature passed a bill removing the shotgun only deer hunting zone in the metro area and southern Minnesota. 

Our amendment to the city ordinance keeps in place the rules that had been in effect for close to 80 years that allow shotguns, muzzle-

loaders, and handguns, but prohibits the use of rifles for deer hunting. This will give the city a chance to look into the change made by the 

state and to get community feedback. There was little stakeholder outreach by the legislature before this change was made, and the 

council felt we needed time to look at both sides of the issue. Residents had provided great feedback at earlier meetings, both from those 

welcoming this change and those opposing it. To that end, the city is setting up a task force to look at the issues of the increased deer 

population and the use of rifles to hunt deer. And we felt we needed to preserve the status quo for the upcoming hunting season while 

we did that work. 

 

The law passed by the state to remove the historic shotgun only zone did allow counties previously in the zone to opt out and remain 

shotgun only. According to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 13 counties have done that, however Washington County 

is not one of them. Two of those counties crafted ordinances that allow both types within the county which seems to be a nice option 

for metro counties to explore. 

 

We had a full house at the public hearing and I want to thank everyone who took the time to speak for or against the ordinance amend-

ment. This is not a simple question, and I hope some of those residents who testified with experience in firearms safety, extensive hunt-

ing experience in Afton, as well as those who expressed concerns about increased development and the use of rifles on small lots, will 

sign up to be part of the task force. We need all opinions represented. If you did not get a chance to provide comments at the public 

hearing, please still feel free to send them to staff in preparation for the task force meeting. 

 

 
-Bill 

Notes from the Mayor 

4th of July Parade Entry 

Afton’s 4th of July Parade will now 

be charging $50 per parade entry. 

This change is necessary to cover 

the significant increases in operating 

expenses. Please go to 

www.aftonparade.com and reg-

ister to enter the parade and pay 

the new entry fee. 

Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday 
July 4, 2026 - Parade 1:00 PM  

Schooner Band 
Musicians of all ages 5th grade and up are invited to rehearse and 

perform Sousa type band marches while aboard the Afton Schooner 

Band Wagon in the annual Afton 4th of July Parade! 

 

Attend one or more of the rehearsals on June 27, July 1 and July 3 

dress rehearsal, all at 7 pm at the Afton Historical Museum.   

On the 4th of July, Band members gather at the Museum at 11:00 AM 

for brief rehearsal and decorating the band wagon for the Semi quin-

centennial Celebration of the Signing of the USA’s Declaration of In-

dependence in 1776.  

 

Contact Dr. Lucy McAllister, Afton Schooner Band Organizer & 

Founder 651 436-5150. 

Volunteers Needed!  
Please volunteer to help manage the 4th of July Parade 

traffic and people. Contact Stan Ross at 

stan@aftonparade.com if you can help. 

http://www.aftonparade.com
mailto:stan@aftonparade.com
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Meeting Highlights 
June 1, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting  

The Commission: 
• Held a public hearing for a Conditional Use Permit for an arts & crafts studio 

and retail business at 3343 St. Croix Trail.    

• Discussed accessory building sizes on lots less than 5 acres.  

• Discussed draft ordinance amendment language regarding takeoffs and landings 

of aircraft in Afton.  

  

June 16, 2026 City Council Meeting   

The Council:  
• Approved a Conditional Use Permit for an arts & crafts studio and retail 

business at 3343 St. Croix Trail.    

• Discussed accessory building sizes on lots less than 5 acres.  
• Discussed draft ordinance amendment language regarding takeoffs and landings 

of aircraft in Afton.  

• Held a public hearing and adopted an amendment to the Firearms Use, 

Discharge Ordinance.  
 

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

aftonmn.gov 

Belwin Conservancy  

Upcoming Events 
Artist Talk 

Wednesday, July 1 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Belwin Savanna Center 795 Indian Trail S.,  

Cost: Free Join us for a public artist talk and 

reception with Joe Davis and ShaVunda 

Brown, where they will speak about their 

Artist in Residence experience at Belwin.  

 

Nature Memories Open House with 

FamilyMeans 

Wednesday, July 29  01:00pm - 04:00pm  

Cost: FREE 

In partnership with Family Means, Belwin Con-

servancy hosts an Open House for individuals 

with memory loss and their caregivers. This 

year's event will feature live music, naturalist-

led walks, bird watching, and nature-inspired 

arts activities. This event is open to all inter-

ested in this partnership between Belwin and 

Family Means. 

 

For details and registration contact:  
Belwin Conservancy   

1553 Stagecoach Trail South 

Afton MN 55001  

651-436-5189   

www.belwin.org 

Afton State Park Events 

July 2026 
FRIDAY, JULY 3 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Majestic Mussels 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 4 

9:30-10 a.m. Nature Story Time 

10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Osprey Watch 

2:30-3:30 p.m. Motifs and Mascots: Minnesota’s 

State Symbols 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 10 

9-11 a.m. Mammal Adaptation Adventure 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 11 

9-10 a.m. Skulls and Bones 

11 a.m. - 12 p.m. All About Bluebirds 

1 - 3 p.m. Fossil Fast Facts 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 18 

10 a.m. -12 p.m. Track Tales 

2 - 3 p.m. Pollinator Walk 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 24 

 7-8 p.m. “S’morey” Time 

8:30-10 p.m. Universe in the Park 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 25 

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Majestic Mussels 

 

FRIDAY , JULY 31 

2 - 3 p.m. Whoos Who? (REGISTRATION RE-

QUIRED) 

 

For event details see https://

www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/events.html 

If you need an accommodation, please contact 

Carolyn at Carolyn.kocken@state.mn.us or 

651-242-4977, two weeks prior to the event.  

http://www.belwin.org
mailto:Carolyn.kocken@state.mn.us
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Please recycle this 
newsletter after use. 

Online payments are now available for city 

permits & fees including Building Permits and 

Sewer Payments,   

aftonmn.gov  

Valley Library Events &  

Important Dates  
Library Closed: 

Friday July 3 for Independence Day 

(observed) and Saturday July 4 for Independ-

ence Day (actual) 

 

Did you know: Valley Library is pleased to 

announce our new Children’s and Teen Li-

brarian, Theresa. Theresa was most recently 

the Children’s Librarian at the Washington 

County Library Hardwood Creek Branch in 

Forest Lake. Make sure to stop by to say 

Hello and welcome Theresa to the Valley 

Community. 

 

Valley Library Extended Access registration is 

open for any Library cardholder, ages 16+, 

with a Library card registered with Washing-

ton County Library. Go to https://

washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access to learn 

more and to register online. 

 

For Adults: 

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-

6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of each month. 

This book club meets in person in the Valley 

Library Conference Room. The title selection 

for the Thursday July 23rd meeting is 

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut.  

 

Register today to Create a Beautiful Lake 

View with a teaching artist from ArtStart. 

Join us on Saturday July 11 11:00-1:00 at 

Valley Library where you will learn how to 

use acrylic paints to create an amazing piece 

of art.  

 

For Kids:  

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

 

Wednesday, July 1st  1:00-3:00   STEM 

Lab:  Light and Color 

 

Wednesday, July 15th 11:00 am - 12:00 

pm   Rap, Rock, and Read with Miss Nina 

 

 

For complete information and to register for 

programs contact:  

Valley Library  651-436-5882  

www.washcolib.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a photo of the old Afton Town Hall decorated for the 1976 Bicentenni-

al. Afton’s Heritage Preservation Commission is submitting the town hall for list-

ing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The town hall was in operation 

until 1971 when the township and village merged into the City of Afton. For more 

information see the historic properties listed on the city website at https://

aftonmn.gov/index.asp?SEC=63EEA27B-FE64-4E6C-B280-138834AF92EC 

https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://aftonmn.gov/index.asp?SEC=63EEA27B-FE64-4E6C-B280-138834AF92EC
https://aftonmn.gov/index.asp?SEC=63EEA27B-FE64-4E6C-B280-138834AF92EC

