City of Afton Dashboard

A Summary of Current Happenings
= The Council approved a speed limit change on Valley Creek Trail to 35mph.

= The Council approved a CUP (Conditional Use Permit) for a Bed and Breakfast at
13885 44" Street.

= Afton’s Communications (Internet and cellular) Task Force Update
The Communications Task Force (CTF) is focused on:

I. Working with fiber-to-the-home providers, hoping to facilitate at least two
providers moving forward to fill the gaps in high-speed internet coverage
in Afton.

2. Investigating solutions for cellular coverage gaps.

3. Improving CenturyLink’s service.

4. Investigating satellite coverage to the home and for handheld devices.

e The CTF has created a process to address unresolved service issues with
CenturyLink. To expedite delayed repairs, call city hall (651-436-5090) and pass
on the issue, your address and the CenturyLink serve ticket number. Note: you
must have already contacted CenturyLink service, obtained a CenturyLink ser-
vice ticket number, and have not had the issue resolved within the time period
promised by CenturyLink.

e The CTF is working with SE Minnesota WiFi, a fiber-to-the-home provider.
They have built out a small area of southern Afton and are slowly expanding
their fiber infrastructure north along Co. Rd. 21. To install the fiber infrastruc-
ture, they are using Federal grant money and their own funding, no city funds
are used.

Once the fiber comes to your neighborhood you will be notified. Each resident
will cover the cost of bringing the fiber underground to their home at a rate of
$600 for the first 250 feet.

If you are interested in future connectivity, you can go to their web site at
https://southeastmnwifi.com/forms and sign up. Tell your neighbors to sign up
too; the more interest from residents in a concentrated area the better your
likelihood of obtaining fiber to the home.

e Comocast has also obtained federal grant funding for expansion of internet ser-
vice in Afton. At this time Comcast has indicated they will not be ready to build
their expansion projects for about three years. The CTF will provide more
information regarding the locations and timing of this expansion as it is re-
ceived.

= Afton Outdoors

Your input is needed on Neighborhood Trails! Don’t miss your opportunity. Go
to the online survey on page 4.
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3033 St. Croix Trail South
P.O. Box 219
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CITY MEETINGS
August 3 & 31, 2026

Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 PM

August 4, 2026
Natural Resources & Groundwater
Committee
5:00 PM

August 10 & 24, 2026
Communications Task Force
2:00 PM

August 10, 2026
Parks Committee
6:00 PM

August 12, 2026
Heritage Preservation Commission
6:00 PM

August 18, 2026
City Council Meeting
7:00 PM
Livestreaming is available for City Council
and Planning Commission Meetings.
Information on how to view will be posted
on the City website along with the agenda
and meeting packet.

City Council
Mayor: Bill Palmquist 651-308-0569

Ward |: Annie Perkins 651-592-3007
Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski 651-436-3982
Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478
Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479
City Hall
651-436-5090
City Website

aftonmn.gov

Important Numbers

Animal Control 715-220-1332
Building Inspector 651-436-6469
Burning Permits 651-436-7033
Environmental Center 651-275-7475
Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043
Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871
Fire Dept 651-436-7033
Sheriffs Dept 651-439-9381

EMERGENCY 911
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Notes from the Mayor

At its August meeting the city council will appoint members to a committee that will look into the issues of deer population management
and deer hunting, including the use of rifles for the deer season. We have a few people who have volunteered to serve since this issue
came up, but if you would like to participate on this important committee please let city staff know as soon as you can. We need a few
more members and want to make sure all voices are heard. The council will discuss the outline of the work at a work session in late July.
Although no schedule has been set, | believe the committee will begin meeting in the fall and | envision the committee meeting over sev-
eral months. At the end of the process, the committee will issue a report with recommendations on how the city should move forward.
It is my hope the city will take any actions recommended in the spring.

The city has not yet received the required feedback from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on the archaeological report that
was done for the new park on the St. Croix River bluff. We hope to get their feedback soon. Unfortunately, we cannot do any work in
the park until SHPO completes its review. Once we have that, we can begin to move forward with the removal of the hazardous build-
ings and begin to implement the park plans that will come out of the Park Committee. Our Historical Preservation Commission is also
working to see what options we might have to recognize the site’s history. Stay tuned for updates on that, but hopefully we will have
something to report in the fall on the opening of the park to the public.

The city received a grant from BWSR (Board of Water and Soil Resources) to do native vegetation restoration work in Remus Park. The
opportunity was identified by Elissa Thompson, who works with the Washington Conservation District and is a member of both our Nat-
ural Resources and Groundwater Committee and our Neighborhood Trails Committee. Thank you to Elissa for her work to identify the
funding opportunity and complete the successful grant application. This project was able to come together only because Elissa is involved

in all three organizations.

As many of you know, Washington County is working with MnDOT to do a long-term planning study for Manning Avenue. City Admin-
istrator Moorse and | will be meeting with our county commissioner and county staff in early August to discuss the scope and purpose of
the study. We will also make sure our concerns and the issues we have identified are reflected in the work that will come out of the
study. More to come on that, but it is an important issue we need to monitor.

-Bill

Scam Alert from Washington
County Sheriff

The Sheriff's Office is aware that scammers have
been using our sergeants' phone numbers to spoof
call people stating they owe money for warrants,

Statewide Primary Election August 11,2026
Vote early in-person (absentee voting)
In-person absentee voting for the statewide primary runs through August 10 at
Vote Centers:
e  Central Service and License Center | 1261 Woodlane Drive, Woodbury MN

back taxes, etc.

While we can't guarantee you will never receive a

call from law enforcement, such instances are rare,

particularly unexpected calls.

Law enforcement will not contact you about:

e Payment related to outstanding warrants.

e  Unpaid back taxes to the IRS.

e  Personal financial information.

e  Payment methods like gift cards or prepaid
cards.

e  Your social security number.

Law enforcement calls are typically related

to:

e Ongoing cases or incidents you are already
aware of.

e  Gathering information about a specific matter
by providing a certain level of context.

You can check the legitimacy of the call

If in doubt about a call's legitimacy, hang up and con-
tact the 91 | communication center at 651-439-
9381 to confirm if an officer or deputy is genuinely
trying to reach you.

55125
e Cottage Grove Service Center | 13000 Ravine Parkway South, Cottage
Grove MN 55016
e Headwaters Service and License Center | 19955 Forest Road North, Forest
Lake MN 55025
Washington County Government Center | 14949 62nd Street North, Stillwa-
ter MN 55082
Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, August 8th: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Monday, August 10th: 8 am. - 5 p.m.

The polling location for Afton residents on Election Day is Shepherd of
the Valley, 14107 Hudson Rd S. from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, August | |.
Sample ballots

The sample ballot shows a list of the candidates and ballot questions you'll be
voting on. This information is posted about 45 days before an election

at: Minnesota Secretary Of State - What's On My Ballot?
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/whats-on-my-ballot

Register to Vote or Check your Registration at:
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote



https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/whats-on-my-ballot
tel:6514399381
tel:6514399381
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The Commiission:
13885 44th St S.

S. to create one additional lot.

of aircraft in Afton.

The Council:

end of 10th St S.

Meeting Highlights
June 29, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting

o Discussed accessory building sizes on lots less than 5 acres.
o Discussed draft ordinance amendment language regarding takeoffs and landings

July 21, 2026 City Council Meeting

o Held a public hearing for a Conditional Use Permit for a Bed & Breakfast at

e Held a public hearing for a Variance & Minor Subdivision at 3403 Pennington Ave

o Approved a Conditional Use Permit for Bed & Breakfast at 13885 44th St S.
e Approved a speed limit change to 35mph on Valley Creek Trail.
o Approved the final plat for a 4 lot subdivision of a 94.4 acre property at the east blankets, hammocks, or camp chairs to en-

Belwin Conservancy

Upcoming Events

Music in The Trees

August 15 & 16,2026 11:00am -
3:00pm

Cost: $10, $20 or $35 per car

Advance tickets are available at bel-

win.org/events and are offered on a sliding
scale of $10, $20, or $35 per vehicle, allowing

guests to choose the price that best fits their
budget. Carpooling is encouraged. Admission
is free for bicyclists.

With the forest as inspiration, dozens of art-
ists will perform from tree stands |6 feet

above the ground. Attendees can watch from

the base of the stands or wander nearby trails

and listen as the music filters through the

trees. Visitors are encouraged to bring picnics,

hance their experience.
This year’s eclectic lineup blends acoustic, folk,

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: world, and experimental music, offering an
aftonmn.gov

immersive celebration of sound, nature, and
cultural expression.

Afton State Park Events
August 2026

Ist

Saturday, August
9:30 — 11:30 a.m. Osprey Watch

Drop by outside the Afton State Park Visitor Center
12:30 — | p.m. Story time:We All Play

Meet at the Afton State Park Beach

2 - 3 p.m. Geocaching

Meet inside the Afton State Park Visitor Center

Saturday, August 8
9 - 11 a.m.Wildflower Painting Station

Each day concludes with a fully accessible 60-
minute program featuring the music of Alma
Andina.

An ASL interpreter will be present for this
performance

For details and registration contact:
Belwin Conservancy
1553 Stagecoach Trail South
Afton MN 55001
651-436-5189

www.belwin.or:

Drop by inside the Afton State Park Visitor Center SAVE THE
12 - | p.m. Pollinator Walk ‘ ¥ Yellow Ribbon Alliance
Meet inside the Afton State Park Visitor Center A Lower St Croix Valley DATE!

Friday, August 14
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.Track Tales
Drop by near the Afton State Park Beach

Saturday, August 15

9:30 — 11:30 a.m. Creature Feature: Bird Edition!
Drop by near the Afton State Park Visitor Center

12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Mammal Adaptation Adventure
Drop by near the Afton State Park Visitor Center.

I = 2 p.m. Biomes Hike

Meet near the Afton State Park Visitor Center.

Field of Bands

Woashington County Fairgrounds

September 12, 2026

Tickets available at: fieldofbands.com

FREE WELLNESS CARNIVAL

Saturday, August 8, 2026 11 am to 2:00 pm

Friday, August 21*

9:30 — 11:30 a.m.Wildflower Painting Station
Drop by inside the Afton State Park Visitor Center
I - 2 p.m.All About Bluebirds

Meet inside the Afton State Park Visitor Center

St. Peter Lutheran Church
880 Neal Avenue South
Afton, MN

1:30 — 3:30 p.m. Fossil Fast Facts
Drop by near the Afton State Park Visitor Center

For event details see https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
state parks/events.html

supportive environment!

The carnival is for all ages, and all are welcome! St. Peter is
partnering with Shout Out Loud, a Suicide Prevention and
Mental Wellness resource organization. There will be avail-
able mental health resources, creative expression like
smash therapy, crafts of all sorts, and family-friendly fun in a
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http://www.belwin.org
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Valley Library Events &

Important Dates
Did you know:. the Library’s Summer Ad-

venture at your Library Program ends August
I5th? Make sure to return your gamecard by
the end of staffed hours on Saturday August
I5th. Kids and Teens earn a brand new book
to keep once their game card is submitted
and can add their name to our colorful forest
animal themed Wall (window) of Fame!
Adults ages 18+ can choose from a fanny-
pack, playing cards, or a water bottle sticker
when they’ve completed and submitted their
game cards. It’s not too late to pick up a
gamecard in the library or find it online at
washcolib.org.

For Everyone:
Washington County is collecting gently used

school supplies in July for a 2026-2027 School
Year Supply Swap. Drop off supplies at Valley
Library during staffed hours through August
I. The swap event will take place August 5
5:00-7:00. For more information and a list of
needed supplies, go to WashCoRecycles/
Reuse

Tuesday, August | Ith 4:00-6:00 Open
Gaming

Drop in to Valley Library for an afternoon of
video games, including Mario Kart and Super
Smash Bros. Feel free to bring your own con-
troller, or use one provided by the library.
Snacks will be available. The program is for all
ages although gamers under 8 must be ac-
companied by someone older than eight.
Registration is not required.

For Adults:

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-
6:00pm on the 4" Thursday of each month.
This book club meets in person in the Valley
Library Conference Room. The title selection
for the Thursday August 27th meeting is
The Comfort of Crows by Margaret Renkl.

For Kids:
Mondays 10:30-11:00 am Storytime

Tuesday, August 4, 3:00 - 5:00 pm:
Create Chain Pull Painting

For complete information and to register for

programs contact:
Valley Library 651-436-5882

www.washcolib.org
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Online payments are now available for city
permits & fees including Building Permits and
Sewer Payments,

aftonmn.gov

Please recycle this
newsletter after use.

Afton Outdoors
Your input is needed on neighborhood trails!

w An on-line survey has been developed to obtain your input

; regarding local neighborhood trails here in Afton. The goal,
as the Mayor discussed in the May newsletter, is to gain your
thoughts about increasing neighborhood connectivity and
walking/biking access to downtown and other neighbor-

. hoods. As the Mayor wrote, “Have you ever wished there
was a way to walk around town and not be on a busy county
/| road? There are areas of the city where | know this is an
issue, and a lot of the city where it is not. But we need your
help to determine where, and if, a neighborhood trail might

| be beneficial.” Based on what we have learned from many

il other Minnesota communities, local trails are often modest
8l in design (grass) and local in nature.

The survey is designed to take 3-4 minutes so please give us your feedback by going on-
line at the link below or by using the QR Code.
https://umn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7ZMXRkV7a4SSTQ2

The survey will be live from Saturday August |** through Monday August
I7" so please go on-line to share your feedback. The plan is to report
on the survey findings as soon as they are compiled and reviewed.

Thank you in advance for your participation and feedback.



https://umn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7ZMXRkV7a4SSTQ2

